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Welcome to LPDF UPDATE, prepared by Tetlow King Planning Limited. This publication
provides an update of recent publications across the housebuilding and planning sectors from a
wide range of public, private and quasi-governmental organisations, which are of relevance to the
interests of the Land Promoters and Developers Federation.
CPS: Britain set for worst decade of housebuilding since WW2
Research by the Centre for Policy Studies (CPS) has shown that with one year to go, the 2010s will see housebuilding
figures in England come in below any decade since the Second World War. The CPS’ analysis shows that there is a 50-year
pattern in which each decade has seen fewer homes built than the last.
The CPS’ press release (HERE) sets out that despite the
Government’s recent efforts to boost construction, new-build
housing completions in England between 2010 and 2019 are
set to be approximately 130,000 per year - well below the
147,000 of the 2000s or 150,000 of the 1990s, and half of
the level in the 1960s and 1970s.
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The picture becomes even worse when population size is
factored in. In the 1960s, the new-build construction rate in
England was roughly the equivalent of one home for every 14
people over the decade. In the 2010s, that ratio was one to
43: more than three times higher.
Writing in The Telegraph at the beginning of the year, Director
of the CPS Robert Colville stated that “for half a century, in
other words, we have been building fewer and fewer houses
– even as we need more and more. This is not a problem that
can be blamed on a particular policy or decision, minister or
government. Essentially, we decided as a nation, exactly half a
century ago, that housebuilding didn’t matter – or rather, that it
should move steadily down the national priority list”.
Colville added that “today, we are reaping the consequences
– soaring house prices, collapsing ownership, a generation
denied the chance to own their own properties and control
their own lives”.
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He then concluded that “above all, however, we need a
Macmillan moment. The Prime Minister has described the
housing crisis as “the biggest domestic policy challenge of our
generation” and said it is her “personal mission” to solve it. That
cannot be done with the policy handbrake left on. In 2019,
the Tories need to throw the full weight of government behind
ensuring that we put the long years of falling housebuilding
behind us – for good”.
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View Robert Colville’s article in The Telegraph HERE
(subscription required).

# MoreBetterFaster: Malthouse calls for Innovation in the Housebuilding Industry
Housing Minister Kit Malthouse has urged house builders
to adopt new technologies as part of a fresh campaign to
deliver more, better and faster homes that communities need.
Branding the current system of house building ‘old fashioned’,
Malthouse said getting the UK housebuilding industry to adopt
more modern methods of construction is vital for driving up
housing delivery to meet the 300,000 homes a year target
the government has adopted.

In a clear statement of intent to integrate Modern Methods
of Construction (MMC) more widely, Malthouse said 2019
would see him putting serious pressure on “every part”
of the housebuilding industry to modernise and use new
technology to deliver more homes and build on the 222,000
homes delivered in 2018 and move further towards the
Government’s 300,000 target.
View the video of Malthouse’s housing pledge HERE.

“Planned up and be counted”
On the eve of the introduction of the revised NPPF, Lichfields
published its sixth annual review of Local Plan production.
HERE

plan-making, the standard methodology, land supply and
small sites, Green Belt, Viability, Sustainability Appraisals
and Tests of Soundness and Statements of Common Ground.

The report summarises that, after just six years of plan-making
under the original NPPF, certain issues have persistently
plagued the planning system, which essentially underpin the
key statistics below.

The Report concludes that in order to meet the Government’s
identified target of 300,000 homes per annum, “whatever is
done to expedite the Local Plan process, it is Local Planning
Authorities that must interpret and positively respond to these
changes and deliver on plan-making commitments. Without
up to date plans in place, the nation will continue to struggle
to deliver the new homes it needs in a way that puts local
communities in control”.

From the 85 policy changes established NPPF 2018, the
research narrows this down to the most relevant items with
a direct impact on the plan-making process, including: joint
Key statistics from Lichfields research included:

141

Local Plans found sound (of the 221 plans that have been submitted for
examination), with 55% of LPAs boasting a post-2012 NPPF Local Plan;

46%

Plans requiring an increase in their housing requirement at examination;

18

Average time taken (months) from submission to a plan being found sound under
the 2012 NPPF (the average time period has reduced from 22 months for
plans submitted in 2014/15 to 15 months for those submitted in 2016/17);

53%

Adopted up-to-date plans which will require a statutory review within the
next two years;

30

Plans due for an imminent review which will see a 20% or more increase
in Local Housing Need.

UPDATES FROM THE FEDERATION
Update from the Members Meeting

www.lpdf.co.uk

As the Federation nears its first-year anniversary and
continues to evolve, the overarching structure of the LPDF
was actively addressed between members. The event
was well-attended by members and discussed how the
organisation continues to grow and place itself firmly on
the national stage.
The group also addressed how the Federation can further
contribute towards the national debate on delivering new
homes in the right places where they are needed the most:
be it through its existing online/media platforms, meetings
with key public sector organisations and potential areas of
research for the Federation to consider.
On the subject of research and policy-related items,
the Technical and Policy Committee’s update informed
members that representation on the national consultation
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on the reform of developer contributions will be submitted.
The LPDF will also be formally announcing a new part-time
Director of the Technical and Policy Committee very soon.
The meeting also provided an opportunity for Cratus
Communications to provide an update on positive meetings
with the District Council’s Network and the County Council’s
Network. Members were also informed of the latest related
debates in Parliament – namely the 2nd reading on the
Planning Appeals Bill (Private Members Bill) at the end of
January.
Other key topic areas included land value capture, and the
Federation’s work with national housing charity Shelter in
promoting the delivery of more affordable homes.
The Federation is keen to host some annual networking and
social events, so watch this space for further updates.

In the News

Housing

Social Housing

SUDS

Affordability

Despite the
downward
revision in the
ONS household
figures at the end
of 2018, a blog
from the Resolution
Foundation
considers whether
there are other
issues which
are driving the
need to deliver
more homes,
namely looking
at our changing
behaviours.

Homelessness
charity Shelter has
stated that 3.1
million social homes
must be built In
England over 20
years to solve
the housing crisis.
This includes 1.27
million households
being in greatest
need, 1.17 million
younger trapped
renters, and
691,000 older
renters. Read
‘Building our future:
A vision for social
housing’ below.

A joint report by
the Landscape
Institute and
the Construction
Industry Council
has found major
concerns relating
to the delivery
of SUDS and the
planning policies
underpinning
their delivery. The
report found that
a quarter of local
authorities had no
SUDS in place, nor
any immediate
plans to implement
any.

A report published
by the Resolution
Foundation in
December 2018
has found that
at the age of
30 those without
parental property
wealth (the socalled Bank of
Mum and Dad’,
BOMAD) are
approximately
60% less likely to
be homeowners.
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Greater
Manchester
The long-awaited
Revised Draft
of the Greater
Manchester Spatial
Framework has
been published,
and focuses on
“making the
most of Greater
Manchester’s
brownfield
sites, prioritising
redevelopment of
town centres and
other sustainable
locations”, whilst
halving the amount
of allocated Green
Belt land and
cutting its housing
target to 210,00
net additional
dwellings between
2018 and 2037.
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